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Sailing from here two months in the south-east direction we come to
Ka-Cha.   By this time a ship from Bhoga will have arrived there.   This
is generally in the first or second month of the year.   But those who
go to the Simhala Island (Ceylon) must sail in the south-west direc-
tion. They say that that island is 700 yOjanus off.   We stay in Ka-Cha
till winter,  then start  on board a ship for  the south,  and we come
after a   month  to the   country of Malayu,   which  has now  become
Bhoga;  there are   many  states  (under   it).   The time   of arrival   is
generally  in  the   first   or   second   month.   We   stay  there till  the
middle of summer   and  we sail to   the north; in about a month we
reach.  Kwang-fu,  (Kioangtimg.)   The  first half   of  the year   will   be
passed   by   this   time."1    From this account it  may  be  seen  that
I-Tsing evidently returned to China by  the  South-Sea route which
Bhaskaravarman   had   pointed   out   to   Yiian   Chwang,   There   were
specified  halting   stations during this long and perilous voyage and
the period taken  to stay at many  of these stations was obviously
circumscribed by   the  conditions   of the trade winds, the  nature of
which must have   been well-known  to the mariners of  those days.
Nevertheless, the time taken to reach one of these places could not
always be decided, for I-Tsing   tells us tliat  ** starting  from P'an-yu
we set sail in the direction of  Champa with  the view  of reaching
Bhoga  after  a long voyage."3   This  observation  reveals  the uncer-
tainty   with   which   sea-voyages   were  undertaken  in  the   seventh
century, especially from India to far-off countries like China.

The Jaina Prakrfca tales, which have been ascribed to the sixth
century,3 at times throw some light on the maritime activities of
the people of those days. Frequent mention is made of sea-men
travelling in ships, which, owing to their association with merchants
and their cargoes, must have been probably of considerable size. It
is interesting to learn that voyages were made in these ships from
India to Greater India, viz., the isles of Dantapura and Campa.
But the most interesting reference to these travels is to a voyage of
a certain merchant from Persia to a place called Bennayada, in a
large ship with wares of conches, betel-nuts, sandal-wood, aloe,
Bengal madder and similar products. We are informed that, when
such a ship reached an island or some place, the goods were
examined in order to see whether or not they wer$ in order. We

1 I-Tsing, A Record of the Buddhist Religion* p. XXX-IV.
3 Ibid, p, XXXVI.
3 Jacobi, Intr. to Hemancandra's Parisistaparvan, p. VIL (Bib. lad; 2nd ed)
Also see 4. L, Alsdorf, A Specimen of Archaic faina MMrastri* B. 3, O. S,, VHI,
pts. 2-3, p, 320.